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Joint statement
By Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the Church of Sweden.

We, 18 Bishops out of 26 from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania and 13 Bishops out of
14 from the Church of Sweden, representing two of the largest member churches of the Lutheran
World Federation, have spent three days (from May 6-8, 2019) together at the Lutheran Uhuru
Hotel and Conference Center in Moshi, Tanzania, deliberating on various issues of great
importance for our two partner churches. This was our second joint Bishops’ conference. The first
one was held in Réttvik, Sweden, in 2015, and the purpose then was to get to know each other as
leaders in the one Church of Jesus Christ, to strengthen trust between us and our churches and to
understand how contexts shape our churches.

To continue this, the theme for the Moshi Conference was Proclaim the Gospel: The Church in the Public
Space. As a common point of departure, we used a study document prepared by the Lutheran World Federation,
on the eve of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation as a way of assisting churches in their active engagement
in the public space in light of the ongoing reformation. In addition, our discussions benefitted from presentations
held by Rev. Dr. Salli Ndombo, representing Programme for Christian-Muslim relations in Africa, PROCMURA,
and Rev Dr. Elieshi Mungure from the Lutheran World Federation.

Moreover, we visited institutions — Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre and the Deaf School in Mwanga — to
study two examples of the Church in the public space.

Our focus was on:

*  Proclaiming the gospel in our contexts

*  Being baptized into the weakness and the power of Christ
e Challenging injustice: What is our mission?

The method for our dialogue was worshipping and praying together, reflections on relevant Bible
texts, input by speakers as well as local visits to Church institutions in the public space.

We call on our churches and commit ourselves as leaders of our churches:

To pray regularly for each other, especially on Reformation day, October 31, and to share concrete

needs in prayer

* To scale up our commitment to address causes and the impact of climate change and loss of
biodiversity on people’s livelihoods

e To encourage young people to engage in the relationship between our churches

* To promote interfaith dialogue and friendly co-existence, especially between Christians and
Muslims

* To support each other in claiming and prophetically utilizing public space

* To promote diversity, equality and respect in Church leadership - especially to promote women in
leadership roles

* To continue developing and deepening Christian education and teaching

* To engage in diaconia, advocacy, social and gender justice for all so that we leave no one behind
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